Common and Proper Nouns at the White House
Grade 2-4                  Subject: Language, S.S.              Time Frame: app. 2 days

GLE 
Develop grade-appropriate compositions, for example: friendly letters (LA 2.2.24.1)

Capitalize grade-appropriate proper nouns (LA 2.3.29)

 Identify the three branches of the federal government and describe their major responsibilities (SOC 4.23)
Description:

Guiding Questions-

If you are going to write to the president, do you think it is important to correctly capitalize your nouns?

How are you going to know whether to capitalize a word or not?

Should you also know as much as possible about the president and his job?

Students will categorize common and proper nouns while learning more about the presidency. Students will then utilize their knowledge and skills by writing a letter to the president.
Procedures: 

1. Students will be introduced to several new books about the United States and the presidency; Web sites were pointed out in each book.

2. Students will review the importance of knowing which nouns to capitalize when writing to the president.

3. Students will visit White House for Kids (http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/). 

4. After clicking on Historical White House ABC’s , the teacher will provide guided practice on identifying proper nouns and common nouns in the captions of each historical picture (students will record their answers in the appropriate columns on a teacher-made form).

5. Students will be given twenty minutes to randomly explore all of the letters until they have fifteen common nouns and fifteen proper nouns listed.

6. Students will check their answers as a class, making corrections as needed.

7. Students will watch a video clip of President Bush in the Oval Office.

8. Students will write a letter to President Bush using patriotic stationary (the address is listed on the Web site).

9. Enrichment: Students may then move on to http://clerkkids.house.gov/ in order to complete the Citizenship section of My American Journal featured on White House for Kids.
Evaluation: A grade will be taken on the friendly letters after students have edited them  in the next lesson.
Technology: 
iMac Lab – includes fifteen laptops, projector, and internet access

Web Resources:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/
http://clerkkids.house.gov/
Other Materials:

Teacher-made form for common and proper nouns; patriotic stationary; stamps

