Grade
 4


Subject Social Studies
Time Frame 1 class period

GLE or Objective
TLW become familiar with the operation of the Erie Canal.

Description
1. Teacher Introduction

2. Student formed hypothesis – How do you think boats navigated through the locks on the Erie Canal?

3. Student exploration

The Erie Canal - Animation using mules

http://www.eriecanal.org/locks.html
Canal Demonstration

http://www.haworth-village.org.uk/nature/how/canal-lock.asp
Panama Canal – How it works demo

http://www.pancanal.com/eng/general/howitworks/index.html
Click on Operation to see demo

4. Discuss the results of what the students discovered after viewing the web-sites. Allow the students to make corrections to their hypothesis and draw a diagram of the canal lock system.

5. Show the You Tube video – Erie Canal Today

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEfkNmTToPA
This video takes a trip down the Erie Canal and through a lock system.

6. Students further test their knowledge of the canal lock system by trying to navigate a boat through a canal.

Game

http://www.terrax.org/sailing/locks/lockflightjs.aspx
Technology
Laptops

Projector

Internet

Other Materials
Student worksheet

Higher Order Thinking Skill
Analysis 

Learning Strategy

Hypothesis

