Grade     8th

Subject
Earth Science 
          Time Frame- 1 week
GLE or Objective Identify the edges of plate boundaries as likely areas of earthquakes and volcanic action (ESS-M-A3)

Describe the processes responsible for earthquakes and volcanoes and identify the effects of these processes (e.g., faulting, folding) (ESS-M-A3)

Description-  After discussing unit on earthquakes, students will decide which building materials will withstand an earthquake. Students will decide on a set number of  “building materials” (flexible straws, masking tape, clay, paper clips, toothpicks, etc)
Once students have selected their materials they will devise a “blueprint” for building.  Once their plan has been approved, they can NOT deviate from it during the building process.

Students build structure that must measure 3 feet high. Once students have completed the building process, simulate an earthquake by shaking their desks slightly at first. Increase the strength of the earthquake. 

Students will reflect on their project and devise a plan to rebuild. 
Technology- videos of earthquakes and damage, drawing program if needed for blueprints, internet for research, blog for reflections and modifications

Other Materials Various Building supplies
Higher Order Thinking Skill - evaluation, synthesis, 
Learning Strategy- generating and testing hypothesis
