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Grade
5

Subject  Science

Time Frame 1 class period

Objective

TLW become familiar with the stages of lightning.

TLW become familiar with lightning safety.

Description

Lesson was taught using a Promethean Board flipchart in which all material for the lesson was embedded. This allowed the students to participate interactively with the board during the lesson. You can view the flipchart with a viewer that can be downloaded from http://www.prometheanplanet.com/server.php?show=nav.15853 

· Watch an introductory video clip Lightning from the Hurricanes, Tornadoes, and Thunderstorms video from United Streaming 

· Play flash file How Lightning Works and discuss each stage of lightning with students http://edition.cnn.com/interactive/nature/0005/lightning/lightning.swf 

· View a map illustrating lightning strikes in the United States

· Students answer question How does Louisiana compare to the rest of the states? as far as lightning strikes go.

· Discuss with the students safety tips during lightning

· Students will look at a picture and predict what might happen to the house, tree, car, and man in the picture. After they make their predictions, open the flash file Anatomy of a Thunderstorm http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/staticfiles/NGS/Shared/StaticFiles/Environment/Flash/Interactives/Lightning/lightning.swf and click on each item. Students will watch what happens to each and compare their predictions with what actually happened and why.
· Students will play Leon’s Lightning Safety Game (located on this web-site http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/kids.htm ). There are 17 real life situations presented. Students must decide whether each is safe or unsafe during lightning.

· Students will draw out nine statements about lightning and make a determination as to whether each statement is a myth or fact and place in the correct category.

· Students will match pictures representing the stages of lightning with a description of each stage for an assessment. (This activity is in the Promethean flipchart, but a file is also attached)

· Technology

· Promethean Flipchart containing all lesson materials, web-links, video, and flash files. Following is the list of URL’s where each video and flash file can be located.

· Video clip Lightning from the Hurricanes, Tornadoes, and Thunderstorms video from United Streaming http://www.lpb.org/education/cyberchannel.cfm 

· How Lightning Works http://edition.cnn.com/interactive/nature/0005/lightning/lightning.swf 
· Anatomy of a Thunderstorm http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/staticfiles/NGS/Shared/StaticFiles/Environment/Flash/Interactives/Lightning/lightning.swf 

· Leon’s Lightning Safety Game (found on this web-site) http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/kids.htm 

Other materials
· Map of lightning strikes in the United States

· Lightning stages worksheet

Higher Order Thinking Skill

· Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation

· Learning Strategy

· Cues, Questions, Advance Organizers, Non-Linguistic Representations

