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i am alone yet surrounded by millions
separated from them by a bit
and yet, from me they take a byte
how could it be
that they take anything from me?
:-S
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yet they deride
and now i hide
they taunt me, "IM anonymous,
no one knows any of us."
>:E
does anyone care a bit?
:'-(

my parents don't know
and don't see
how someone so far
could steal from me
and destroy my tranquility.
</3< p> 

give me someone to tell
someone who understands
and will not yell
>:-O
that i must abandon the way
i talk to the world each day.
:-X

i don't really like who i am
and "they" don't either.
is there anyone out there
who cares
a little bit?
:-(




Prominent blogger Kathy Sierra revealed this week (warning, her post contains explicit language) the death threats and cyberbullying she has experienced and calls on the blogging community to stand up for a code of ethics that rejects such behavior.  Andy Carvin echoed and asked that we proclaim today "Stop Cyberbullying Day." 

If you think that kids are just happy, look at the meaning of the emoticons I used in the poem above:

:-S - Confused/frustrated >:E - Anger or hatred, baring teeth :'-( - Shedding a tear :-O - Angry/Yelling :-X - My lips are sealed :-( - Sad 

Source: Emoticon- Wikipedia
I am observing this day, are you? 


What can you do to Stop Cyberbullying Today?

· JOIN the Stop Cyberbullying network to create a central repository of information that is rated and reviewed by educators and to discuss what works.  View it like the front lines establishing a form of communication.  (If the network is blocked, I've got a template on my blog that you can mail your IT person to ask for it to be unblocked.)  After joining, post hyperlinks or review and comment on the resources of others, join the conversation. 

· EDUCATE YOURSELF - Read how your school can respond to and prevent it over at Stop Cyberbullying.com (and how to tell the difference between harrassment and cyberbullying from a legal standpoint.)  Take some of the free lessons at Wired Safety.  Listen to Wes Fryer's podcast (or read his wiki ) about Cyberbullying.  You can listen to the whole podcast, or if you are short on time, read the highlights that I have annotated and listen to the clips you choose.  (I did this using Innertoob -- a great way to grade podcasts, by the way.)

http://www.techlearning.com/blog/2007/03/stop_cyberbullying_bit_by_bit.php
Real Kids 

Ryan Patrick Halligan
Megan Meier
And far too many others….
